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Concept note

Introduction

Around the world, parliaments are facing an unprecedented convergence of challenges that are testing
their capacity to uphold democracy itself. The traditional frameworks that have guided parliamentary
practice for decades are now being strained by forces that demand new approaches to democratic
governance. From the corridors of established democracies to emerging parliamentary systems,
legislators and parliamentary staff are grappling with challenges that seem to multiply and interconnect in
ways that resist simple solutions.

We have identified what we call the “three terribles” reshaping the political landscape:

Complexity manifests in interconnected global challenges that cross traditional policy boundaries: climate
change intersecting with economic inequality, technological transformation affecting multiple sectors
simultaneously, and powerful transnational forces challenging traditional parliamentary authority.

Uncertainty pervades modern governance: technological developments whose impacts cannot be
predicted, volatile public opinion, climate changes with unpredictable local effects, and the erosion of
shared factual foundations that once anchored democratic debate.

Disruption strikes at democratic norms and institutions themselves, through authoritarian challenges,
institutional capture, technological manipulation of democratic processes, and the systemic breakdown of
shared norms that make democratic cooperation possible.

These pressures create a fundamental test for parliamentary democracy: can elected legislatures
maintain their legitimacy and effectiveness when the ground beneath them is constantly shifting?
The answer lies not in returning to some imagined stable past, but in developing new forms of
democratic resilience that allow parliaments to uphold their core functions while adapting to rapidly
changing circumstances.

This session will explore how parliaments worldwide are responding to these challenges and what
lessons can be drawn from their efforts to strengthen democracy from within. The IPU is looking to
research this area for its next Global Parliamentary Report, and this session will serve as a valuable
precursor to that initiative.

Session objectives and principles

This session will provide a platform for parliamentary leaders to examine how democratic institutions are
adapting to global challenges. The discussion will focus on building understanding and sharing
experiences across different parliamentary contexts.
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The session will be guided by two core objectives:

1. To examine how parliaments are responding to complexity, uncertainty, and disruption.

2. To identify lessons and innovations that can strengthen democratic resilience across
parliamentary systems.

To ensure a focused and impactful dialogue, the session will be anchored in the following guiding
principles:

i Institutional grounding: Focusing on real parliamentary experiences and practical
challenges rather than theoretical frameworks.

@ Global inclusion: Seeking perspectives from diverse parliamentary traditions, regions and
contexts.

28 Human-centred: Recognizing that institutions are made meaningful by the people within
them — MPs, staff, and parliamentary officers.

Innovation: Highlighting creative responses, institutional adaptations and promising
practices.

Session Format

The session will be organized as an open discussion around the following questions:

1. Looking ahead, what do you see as the most urgent or underexplored challenge facing
parliaments globally? What deserves deeper analysis and could offer practical value across
contexts?

2. Are there specific institutional trends or parliamentary dynamics (e.g. party systems,

leadership styles, committee work, legislative capacity) that you believe deserve greater
global attention in the next Global Parliamentary Report?

3. What is currently missing from present discussions around parliamentary development and
the role of parliaments in global governance that you think should be brought into focus?

Throughout the discussion, particular attention will be paid to the lived realities of parliamentarians,
Secretaries General and parliamentary staff — the individuals who provide institutions with both
meaning and capacity. The session will explore how MPs and staff maintain their commitment to
democratic values under pressure while developing new skills for complex governance challenges.

Practical arrangements

This session is open to all delegates at the 151st IPU Assembly.

Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in English, French, Spanish and Arabic.



