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Honorable President,

Ladies and Gentlemen, the distinguished Secretaries-General,

esteemed Colleagues,

I am honored to take the floor today before such a great audience;
to share an experience that reflects the commitment of the Moroccan
Parliament in favor of youth, a question that concerns us all : How to bring
our institutions closer to the citizens of tomorrow, and enshrine, since an
early age, the values of democratic culture.

For the second year in a row, the Parliament of the Kingdom of Morocco,
with its two Houses, has chosen to provide a concrete and groundbreaking
response to this challenge. Building on the success of the previous edition,
the Parliament has renewed and boosted its innovative and inclusive
pedagogical initiative through the organization of mock parliamentary
debates for youth, which were a highlight of the 30t edition of the
International Book and Publishing Fair, organized in Rabat in April 2025.

Being a hub of ideas and cultures, the International Book and Publishing
Fair of Rabat is not just a mere event but a platform of rich exchange and
dialogue. The 2025 edition set new records of attendance, with more than
403,000 visitors, meaning a significant increase of 26% in comparison to
last year. The Fair goes beyond the exhibition of works to offer a unique
platform for national institutions, enabling them to unveil their rich
intellectual and documentary production, present their publications, and
engage with the public in a direct dialogue on their missions and
proceedings.

For the fourth consecutive year, the participation of the Moroccan
Parliament in the Fair proves to be a milestone in its openness policy.
This presence aims to transform our pavilion into a true bridge for
communication with citizens, particularly youth; the objective being to
offer the general public a special occasion to familiarize themselves
with the inner workings of the legislative institution, highlight its
functioning, and measure its essential contribution to thke Morocco’s
democratic and social development.



An In-depth Preparation

This project is not a one-time event. It is the culmination of a progressive
and meticulous preparation process, conducted in strategic partnership with
the Ministry of National Education.

The first step was tapping into our actual proceedings by thoughtfully
selecting the themes from the minutes of plenary sittings, particularly the
ones dedicated to the oral questions addressed to the Government. This
dense content was later the subject of true pedagogical engineering aimed
at producing a clear and accessible scripts, while preserving the
authenticity of parliamentary proceedings.

The scripts were then disseminated ahead of the Fair in order to enable
each participant to assimilate their role, whether being the chair of the
sitting, a minister, or parliamentarian, and embrace the codes of
parliamentary language and posture. This preparation was reinforced by
the organization of a vast campaign of training workshops across the
twelve regions of the Kingdom. In this vein, officials of the Parliament
and the Ministry travelled to each region in order to ensure a direct
initiation of the participating young people to the procedures and ethics
of parliamentary debate.

To conclude this immersion, the concerned young people benefitted from
visits to the headquarters of the Parliament, with a view to helping them
absorb the solemnity and symbolic significance of the institution they will
soon be representing.

Realistic, Lively, and Inclusive Sittings

In order to host this unique democratic exercise, a replica of the plenary
hall was installed at the heart of the pavilion of the Parliament during the
Rabat Book Fair. The atmosphere was authentic to that of a real plenary
sitting where the debates discussed major national priorities: water
management, digital transition, in addition to structural projects like the
Dakhla Atlantic Seaport.

Realism was driven to the minutest detail as the participating young people
embodied all their institutional roles: chair of the sitting, clerks, ministers,
as well as parliamentarians from the Majority and the Opposition. Each



participant had clocked speaking time and the ministers took the stand
to respond to the questions following the set protocol. The participants
followed the plan of oral questions and the play of responses and replies
to the point, thus giving the debates an authentic dynamic. In order to
guarantee a total immersion, the sittings were filmed and broadcast live on
big screens, which enabled the public to attend as real audience.

However, realism is nothing without openness. In this aspect, the exercise
respected the linguistic diversity of the Parliament, as when a question was
raised in Amazighe, the second official national language, simultaneous
translation into Arabic was provided. Inclusion was pushed to its farthest
limits by introducing a major innovation through providing live
interpretation to sign language. This initiative enabled the young people
with hearing impairment to fully participate and play the role of
parliamentarians. This measure, which was lauded unanimously, has
proven that no barrier can stand in the way of citizen engagement.

An outstanding fact was the attendance of ministers from the government
in office to these mock sittings to give their support and encouragement
to the young participants debating themes that they have previously
addressed in the Parliament. This bridge between generations and
branches represented a moment of exceptional approval. Upon the end of
the mock sittings, and in order to enshrine this experience lastingly in the
civic memory, the participants received souvenirs and pedagogical gifts as
tokens for their passage in this citizen Parliament.

Positive Feedback and Profound Impact

The initiative met with great success and attracted a remarkably
diversified public composed of families, students, teachers, as well as
university professors, journalists, and civil society actors. This tapestry was
enriched by the presence of active Moroccan parliamentarians who
participated not only as observers, but also took the initiative of discussing
with the young participants and encouraging them. Their interaction
stood as a true intergenerational bridge that offered a direct contact with the
representatives of the nation. Besides, the presence of foreign delegations
also attested to the international interest for this Moroccan model of
disseminating parliamentary culture.



The media impact was just as exceptional, covering three complementary
levels. In this regard, the national press commended the pedagogical and
citizen scope of the initiative. For their part, electronic media captured the
human vibrancy of the event by conveying the enthusiasm of the
participants, while social media ensured the broadcast of the event for
younger categories thanks to short and dynamic content formats that
amplified the reach of the message.

Aside from figures and media coverage, the biggest achievement is that of
the feedback received on the spot, as the visitors, students, and
representatives of civil society unanimously praised this foundational
experience. They also insisted on the value of this immersion in the heart
of democracy, which enables young people to grasp the importance of
respecting the rules, debate discipline, and the richness of pluralism.

Towards Experience Sharing

Drawing on this dynamic, the Moroccan experience is not an end in itself,
but the start of continuous engagement. In this respect, the Parliament of
the Kingdom of Morocco remains committed to expand this measure at the
national level and to share it widely among our international parliamentary
community.

Conclusion

Esteemed colleagues,

Granting young people the opportunity to experience the parliamentary
business from within not only enriches their civic culture, but also

prepares a generation that is aware of its rights, duties, and its vital role in
the democratic debate.

Our Parliaments are not only decision-making spaces. They must become
real, vivid pedagogical venues that are open to society and where active
citizenship and intergenerational dialogue are built.

By opening our doors, we not only shape the citizens of tomorrow, but
we also inject our institutions with fresh liveliness.

Thank you for your kind attention.



