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Dear Secretaries General,

The secretariat of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) is
delighted to provide details for the next meeting of the Association, which will take place
in Arusha, Tanzania from Tuesday 6 October to Friday 9 October

LOCATION AND TRANSPORT

The meetings will take place at the Arusha International Conference Centre, where the
153 Assembly of the Interparliamentary Union (IPU) will take place. We cannot yet
confirm the name of the room where the ASGP plenary meetings will take place.

The plenary room will be open from 10.30am on the first day of the session.
REGISTRATION
As usual, participants must register directly with the secretariat of the IPU in order to

appear on the list of participants and to receive a security pass for the conference centre.

It is strongly recommended to register, via the registration link available on the IPU
Assembly webpage, before 25 September 2026.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Please refer to the IPU documents online for practical information regarding
accommodation, transport, visas and security.

All participants are strongly advised to take out their own insurance cover against risks,
as well as international health insurance, whilst travelling in the United Republic of
Tanzania.

The United Republic of Tanzania is classified by the World Health Organization (WHO) as
low-risk for yellow fever, but entry requirements are strictly enforced under the
International Health Regulations (2005) for travellers connected to endemic countries.
The yellow fever vaccine is required only for travellers arriving from, or transiting 12 hours
or more through, a yellow-fever-endemic country. Read the Health Information Note on
the IPU website for more information.



https://153ipuassembly.vfairs.com/
https://153ipuassembly.vfairs.com/
https://www.ipu.org/event/153rd-ipu-assembly-and-related-meetings
https://www.ipu.org/event/153rd-ipu-assembly-and-related-meetings#event-sub-page-38246/

CULTURAL EXCURSION
The National Assembly of the United Republic of Tanzania is organising a cultural
excursion to the Ngorongoro Crater on Tuesday 6 October 2026.

The provisional programme for the day is set out in the draft agenda. To take part, you
must return the registration form, which is attached and is available online on the ASGP
website.

At the Manama session, the Executive Committee decided to limit to 1 person (or 2 if one
is an interpreter) the number of officials/assistants who are authorised to accompany an
ASGP member at formal events.

MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION
The timetable for plenary meetings of the ASGP are as follows:

Tuesday 6 ASGP Cultural Programme
October

Wednesday |Morning session from 11 to 12.30
7 October Afternoon session from 14.30 to 17.30

Thursday 8 |Morning session from 10 to 12.30

October Afternoon session from 14.30 to 17.30
Friday 9 Morning session from 10 to 12.30
October Afternoon session from 14.30 to 17.30

The Executive Committee will meet at 9am on Wednesday 7 October, Thursday 8 October
and Friday 9 October in the same location as the ASGP main plenary meeting.

Please consult the agenda, texts of communications and general debate contributions
via the website on your tablet or computer. In line with decisions taken by the IPU for
environmental and cost reasons, no paper copies will be provided.

INTERPRETATION
Interpretation will be provided in English, French, Arabic and Spanish.

In addition, the IPU has generously offered to support simultaneous interpretation into
Spanish and Arabic at the Arusha session, following a successful trial in Istanbul.

At the Arusha session, a proposal will be put forward to the Association to amend the
Rules in order to implement the decision taken in Istanbul, which stipulates that, from
2027 onwards, all ASGP meetings — with the exception of the cultural programme — will
be interpreted into four languages: French, English, Arabic and Spanish.

| would like to draw to your attention that simultaneous interpretation is provided
remotely, there are no interpretation booths. If you wish to arrange interpretation into
an additional language, please get in contact with the secretariat as soon as possible.

If you wish to speak during the conference, you must use one of the languages for which
simultaneous interpretation is provided. Consecutive interpretation is not permitted at
ASGP meetings as it prevents free flowing debate and is too time consuming.
Interventions which do not respect this rule will be refused.



PARTICIPATING IN THE ASGP AGENDA

The ASGP discusses and agrees general debate topics and themes ahead of each
conference. The draft agenda was decided at the Spring meeting in Istanbul. All members
are welcome to suggest general debate titles or themes for the next meeting.

The ASGP holds two types of General Debate:

e Open general debate: a moderator introduces the topic in a 10-minute speech.
Afterwards, the debate is opened to the floor and all members can speak
spontaneously in response to the topic by raising their hands. Each person may
speak for a maximum of 5-minutes.

e General debate with informal discussion groups: a moderator introduces the
debate in a 10-minute speech. Afterwards, members split into language specific
groups (English, French, Spanish/Portuguese, Arabic) to discuss the topic. Each
group nominates a rapporteur who will then present the ideas from their group
in a speech to the main plenary.

Members can provide a written contribution in response to a general debate which will
be placed on the website. However, these written contributions are not published in the
Constitutional and Parliamentary Review, which records only oral proceedings.

In addition to contributing spontaneously to general debates, any member may request
to make a 10-minute presentation, known as a communication.

e Communications: A 10-minute speech, known as a communication, on a theme
in the agenda or on a topic of your own choice. Presentation of a communication
is followed by up to 10-minutes of spontaneous question and answer from
colleagues. If space on the agenda is limited, only 1 representative per country will
be permitted to present a communication.

HOW TO APPLY TO PRESENT A COMMUNICATION

The deadline for submitting application to present a communication is Friday 11
September 2026. The Executive Committee reserves the right not to accept proposals
that arrive after the deadline. As there is limited space on the agenda, titles will be
accepted on a first come first served basis.

Communication titles should be sent to Elektra  Garvie-Adams  at
(garvieadamse@parliament.uk) and Ms Alice Lala (asgp@assemblee-nationale.fr) using the
attached communication application form.

Any member presenting a 10-minute communication in Arusha must send the written
text of their speech, in both French and English, in Microsoft Word format, to the
secretariat by Friday 25 September so it can be published on the ASGP website ahead of
the meeting.

If you wish to use a PowerPoint presentation while speaking, send it to the secretariat by
Friday 2 October 2026. The secretariat cannot guarantee that presentations received
after this date will be used.

| draw your attention to the decision of the Executive Committee, made during the 2016
session in Geneva, that where written texts are submitted after the expiry of the


https://asgp.co/publications/?_sft_publication_category=review-of-the-asgp-constitutional-parliamentary-information
mailto:garvieadamse@parliament.uk
mailto:asgp@assemblee-nationale.fr

deadline the presentation is likely to be postponed until a subsequent session, or
published on the website without the author having the opportunity to make an oral
presentation.

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Under Rule 30(3) of the Association:

“Each Chamber represented in the Association shall contribute annually to the
budget of the Association a sum to be fixed by the Association.”

Under Rule 30(6), the Executive Committee may decide to suspend the right to vote, or
suspend the membership, of any members or associate members who have not paid
membership fees for several years.

Please could you check that you are up to date with payment of your chamber’s annual
membership fee for 2026. If not, please pay the fee as soon as possible.

As a reminder, at the Istanbul meeting, the ASGP decided to increase membership fees
by 25 per cent from 2027 onwards in order to fund Spanish and Arabic interpretation at
ASGP meetings, in addition to French and English.

ATTENDANCE

Please let Daniel Moeller know, before the session, of any changes that you would like to
appear in the list of members. New Secretaries General and Deputy Secretaries General
are requested to fill out the membership form attached. Daniel can be contacted via email
at moellerd@parliament.uk if you have any questions.

If you would like to be represented by one of your colleagues at the session, in line with
the rules of the Association, please notify us in advance by means of a letter/email
addressed to Dr José Pedro Montero, President of the ASGP. The letter should mention
the name and position of the person who will act as substitute for you. The letter should
be sent via e-mail (to garvieadamse@parliament.uk and asgp@assemblee-nationale.fr).

ASGP WEBSITE

The ASGP website can be found at the following address: https://asgp.co/.

All the papers for the Autumn conference will appear on the ASGP website here: Arusha,
Tanzania (October 2026) - Welcome to ASGP | ASGP

*

Please check that the details which appear on your member’s profile page on the ASGP
website are correct: https://asgp.co/members. Finally, please get in touch if you have any
further questions about the forthcoming session, or about the ASGP in general.

Yours sincerely,

Elektra Garvie-Adams

British Co-Secretary of the ASGP
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