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Introduction

At the Parliament of Australia, each of the four parliamentary departments plays a role in the
Parliament’s engagement with the community in the interests of promoting parliamentary

democracy. In relation to parliamentary engagement with young Australians, several formal
programs contribute to this engagement, the first commenced in 1993 and the most recent of which
is the National Youth Parliament conducted for the first time in 2026. The Department of the House
of Representatives has prime carriage of all but one of the measures mentioned below. In relation to
the first measure, there is a shared responsibility for this program. Brief overviews of each measure
follow.

1.

Australian National Internship Program (ANIP)

The Australian National Internship Program commenced in 1993 under a formal agreement
between the Presiding Officers and the Vice Chancellor of the Australian National University. It is
an annual program open to students enrolled at the Australian National University to have an
internship placement of some 10 weeks in an office of the Parliament, typically with a Member
or Senator, as part of their formal course of study. The program provides the students with an
opportunity to perform applied policy work to complement their academic studies through first-
hand experience of the complexities of parliamentary government in Australia.

Parliamentary Assistants Program

The Parliamentary Assistants Program commenced in 2000. It is an annual program, open to
students attending university and resident in Canberra, for part-time employment in the
Department of the House of Representatives to promote understanding and engagement with
the work of the Parliament. Parliamentary assistants perform the duties of attendants in the two
House chambers, committee rooms, and more broadly in Parliament House.

My First Speech competition

The My First Speech competition commenced in 2011. It is an annual competition to engage
young Australians with the Parliament through an open invitation to students in Years 10-12 to
assume the role of a newly elected Member of the House of Representatives and compose and
record a ‘first’ speech on an issue of importance to them. Three winners, one from each year
group, receive paid travel and accommodation to come to Canberra to attend Parliament to
deliver the speech and engage in a program of activities, including with Members.

Speaker’s Lecture

The Speaker’s Lecture commenced in 2018. It is an annual event typically, with a senior political
journalist using the lecture to reflect on an aspect of Australia’s parliamentary and political
environment, for example, the first lecture was delivered in the year of the 30th anniversary of
the opening of the first permanent home for the Parliament of Australia. However, in 2025, the
Speaker selected a young person working in ‘new media’ to deliver the lecture and she
addressed the prospects for civic institutions to engage the young generation. So, while this
series is not dedicated to engagement with young people, the need to collaborate with young
people is an active consideration in choosing who to invite to deliver the lecture and the topic
proposed.

Yarning competition

The Yarning competition commenced in 2025. It is an annual competition for First Nations’
students in Years 7-12. The name, Yarning, borrows from the language used by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples to refer to their storytelling about their lived experiences as First
Nations Australians. The competition invites Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students to



share their individual story with Parliament through the creation of an artwork in the medium of
their choice. The aim is to foster deeper connections between Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander youth and the work of the Parliament, encouraging students to engage with and learn
about how the Parliament represents them. All competition entries are displayed on the
Parliament’s website. Three winners, one from each year group (Years 7/8, 9/10 and 11/12)
receive paid travel and accommodation to come to Canberra to attend Parliament to celebrate
their contribution and engage in a program of activities, including with Members. The winners’
works are exhibited at Parliament House.

6. National Youth Parliament
The inaugural National Youth Parliament was held in August this year, 2026. The National Youth
Parliament was comprised of 150 high school students of 16 and 17 years of age, selected to
represent each federal electorate across Australia to participate in a five-day program in
Canberra, including at Parliament House and Old Parliament House. Youth Members had a
unique opportunity to learn about aspects of being a Member of Parliament, including the
process by which bills are drafted, considered, and pass Parliament to become law. In their own
chamber, Youth Members debated two bills drafted especially for the Youth Parliament, and
participated in adjournment debate raising matters of their own choosing. Sitting Members of
the House of Representatives were able to attend in the galleries to observe proceedings.

Practically, as a new initiative, the Department of the House of Representatives had neither the
existing funding nor staffing expertise to deliver the project. The department had to seek funding
from government, then engage in an open tender process to identify a service provider with the
knowledge and ability for such a relatively large undertaking, with whom the department could
partner and together deliver a successful project.

A review of this first National Youth Parliament is being conducted to help determine whether a
Youth Parliament might become a permanent feature of the House of Representatives suite of
programs whereby the Parliament engages with young Australians and they can learn directly
from parliamentarians about Australia’s parliamentary democracy.

For the curious, further details are available on the Parliament’s website for each of the programs
outlined above www.aph.gov.au



http://www.aph.gov.au/

