Communication from Dr Silke Albin, Deputy Secretary General
at the ASGP on 6-9 October 2026 in Arusha, Tanzania

Agenda item: “Mechanisms for international and regional cooperation among
Parliaments”
“Parliamentary cooperation at the German Bundestag”

As in many other countries, the German Bundestag maintains numerous formal relations with
other parliaments.

These include cooperations with neighbours in the region, as well as international formats with
like-minded parliaments. A globally unique bilateral assembly has been established held with
France, which will be looked at in greater detail below.

L. Conference formats at political level

The German Bundestag is a member of many conference formats at the political level of
parliamentary presidents and/or members of parliament. The following provides an overview
of the most important:

1. Conference of Speakers
Meetings according to format:
e Every five years: World Conference hosted by the IPU (most recently 2025);
e Since 2000: annual Conference of Speakers of the G7 Member States (G8 until 2013);
e Since 1973: European Conference of Presidents of Parliament every two years;
e Since 1963 (annually since 1975): Conference of Speakers of the European Union
Parliaments (EUSC); candidate and potential candidate countries participate as guests

2. NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA)
e Founded in 1955: Germany has been a member since 1955.
e Focus:
o Accompanying the work of intergovernmental organisation NATO.
o Discussion forum with 281 parliamentarians from the 32 NATO Member States on
security and defence topics;
o Promotion of transatlantic solidarity.
e Assemblies: twice a year.
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Specific characteristics:

o Within the NATO PA there are informal political groups who meet on the margins of
the plenary sessions

o The Rose-Roth Programme (since 1990), previously: exclusively for parliaments from
central and Eastern Europe, promoting the principle of democratic oversight of the
armed forces and the establishing of effective parliamentary oversight of defence and
military, now: open to non-NATO states, enhancing parliamentary awareness,
conveying expertise;

o Transatlantic Parliamentary Forum (since 2001) for the promotion of transatlantic
dialogue;

3. Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in

Europe (OSCE PA)

Founded in 1990.

Focus: 323 members from 56 states (Europe, Asia, North America) debate among other
topics on the development and promotion of mechanisms to prevent and resolve conflicts.
Meetings: annual session + “winter meeting”

Specific characteristics:

o OSCE Chair is obligated to maintain close contact with the PA and inform it of the
activities of the OSCE.

o The OSCE PA has at its disposal various programmes, including an election
observation programme and various seminars on the development and strengthening
of democracy;

o Deployment of special missions to problem or crisis regions.

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
Council of Europe founded on 5 May 1949, Germany obtained associate membership on 13
July 1950, full membership on 2 May 1951.
46 member states, 306 parliamentarians.
German delegation: 18 Members of the Bundestag.
Sittings: 4 sitting weeks each year
Specific characteristics:
o The PAis an organ of the Council of Europe.
o There are five parliamentary groups
o PA elects the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, the Commissioner for
Human Rights and the justices of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
o Carries out election observation
o Oversees compliance with member state obligations (referred to as monitoring)

Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)
Founded in 1991.



e German delegation: 5 Members of the Bundestag.
e Assemblies: annual.
e Focus:
o Parliamentary counterpart to the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS);
o Strengthening the Baltic Sea Region’s shared identity;
o Initiating and following-up political activities in the region (environmental, maritime
security, economic, social);
o Supporting and strengthening democratic institutions in the member states.
e Specific characteristics:
o Members and national and regional parliaments (for Germany not only the
German Bundestag but also the parliaments of the north German federal states)
and autonomous regions;
o Arctic Ocean states and regions use the BSPC as a platform to emphasise their
sovereignty.

6. ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)
e Founded in 1977; the German Bundestag has observer status since 2024.
e Aim: Promoting relations between the parliaments of the ASEAN member states, the
observer member parliaments and other parliamentary organisations.
e The AIPA meets annually for a general assembly.
e Specific characteristics: A central function of the AIPA is to explain the policies of the
ASEAN states to the population.

IL International Parliamentary Cooperation

In addition, the Bundestag maintains intensive parliamentary peer-to-peer exchanges with
other parliaments.

Through these International Parliamentary Cooperation (IPK) programmes, expert
exchange formats on a variety of parliamentary topics are held, such as on the fundamental
workings of the plenary and the committees, the budget process or the work of the Research
Services.

Yet topics such as corruption prevention, the use of artificial intelligence and the involvement of
young people in parliamentary processes also play an increasingly important role.

A core element of the IPK programmes is cooperation in the form of online events, visit
programmes over several days (around six times a year) in Berlin or even on-site expert
missions.

The design of all cooperation projects follows the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)’s “Common
Principles for Support to Parliaments”.



Great value is also placed on exchange between colleagues on an equal footing, known as the
peer-to-peer approach.

This is primarily addressed towards administration employees, but also Members of the
German Bundestag and the partner parliament.

In 2026, the German Bundestag has worked with around twenty international parliaments
within the framework of the IPK.

These include parliaments from the states in the Western Balkans, Ukraine, Moldova,
Armenia, Central Asia, as well as Zambia and Thailand.

Cooperation takes place bilaterally or multilaterally and in many cases with the support of
national and international partners, such as political foundations, the Deutsche Gesellschaft
fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), the National Democratic Institute (NDI), INTER
PARES and many more.

I11. Assessment

e This mutual exchange brings direct added value for each Parliament’s own work.

e The German Bundestag faces similar challenges to its partner parliaments, including
approaches to Al technology, digitalisation, modern formats of youth participation and
staff recruitment.

e Exchanges on best practices lead to shifts in perspective, new ideas and real change.

e The Speakers' conferences and parliamentary assemblies can also act as open
communication channels in times of crisis or political upheaval.

e Further development of in-house staff in the Bundestag Administration: Exchanges
between colleagues improve intercultural skills and understanding of each other.

o Knowledge growth: Specialist, intercultural, language skills, new methods and ideas.

e The view of the individual area of work is broadened.

e Advantage of bilateral formats:

There is an atmosphere of greater trust, with the option of taking a more in-depth look at
specific topics or ones tailored to the respective parliament.

e Advantage of multilateral formats:

o Multiplier effects, in other words a whole different range of topics and the
involvement of a larger number of groups.

o Cooperation within the region (keyword: contributing towards the process of
reconciliation) is strengthened.

o Increased output with the same effort

o Initiatives provided for further development of existing bilateral cooperations in
the region.

o Network effects



IV. Franco-German Parliamentary Assembly

One special feature of our parliamentary cooperation is the Franco-German Parliamentary
Assembly (DFPV).

1. What is the Franco-German Parliamentary Assembly?

e The DFPV is the only joint parliament between two countries worldwide. It has its own
legal basis (the Franco-German Parliamentary Agreement and the Rules of Procedure for the
Franco-German Parliamentary Assembly).

e Ithas 100 members: 50 Members of the German Bundestag and 50 Members of
the Assemblée nationale. The national parliamentary groups are each represented in
proportion to their size in the German Bundestag and the Assemblée nationale. The
Parliamentary Presidents from Germany and France chair the assembly.

e Since 2019, the Assembly has met at least twice a year, alternating between Germany and
France. In addition, the executive committee generally meets six times a year under the
leadership of the two co-chairs.

e A core element of the assembly sittings are hearings of government ministers and
deliberating tabled decisions.

e Alongside the meetings of the assembly there are several smaller formats (working
groups, short-term missions), which enable parliamentary work throughout the entire year
and which report orally and in writing to the assembly.

2. Experiences

¢ General experiences:

o There is intensive active involvement by the members, with a great number taking
part in meetings of the DFPV. Moreover, a consistently rising number of substantial
contributions can be observed, particularly in terms of draft decisions.

o The DFPV continues to develop dynamically, most recently with the introduction
of the new instrument of short-term missions, with the aim of dealing with topics at
shorter notice, more topically and faster (the report is brought to the Assembly after
three months). Furthermore, the Assembly’s Rules of Procedure were adapted in
order to facilitate its parliamentary work.

e Comparison with multilateral formats:

o In formal terms, the Members of the DFPV are not official delegation members to a
parliamentary assembly, but instead Members of an independent parliament with its
own legal basis.

o The work is more focused on binational topics and the bilateral dimension of
European topics (such as defence, energy security, digitalisation).



o The personal Franco-German exchange between the Members is closer and, as a
result of the shared work on drafts and in the working groups / short-term missions,
more consistent.

o The discussions lead to a greater understanding for the positions of the other country.
In this way, within Franco-German relations (the “motor of Europe”), the
parliamentary exchange in the DFPV, with its debates and decision-taking,
accompanies the work at bilateral government level and provides key impetuses
for this.
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