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Over the past few decades, Parliaments across the world have increasingly
emerged as important actors in international relations complementing,
strengthening and positively influencing the diplomacy conducted by the
Executive. Parliament of India has also been making effective use of parliamentary
diplomacy through its engagement with various international, regional and bilateral
parliamentary forums. These engagements provide legislators with opportunities to
deliberate on issues of common concern, exchange ideas and perspectives, share
best practices, develop common approaches and help evolve consensus over global
issues and challenges.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

2. At the international level, the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) provides the
broadest and most established platform for parliamentary dialogue. Since 1949,
India has been an active member of the [PU. Parliamentary Delegations from India
have regularly participated in IPU Assemblies, including the 148" and 149™
Assembly in Geneva in March and October, 2024, respectively and the 150" and
151% Assembly in Tashkent and Geneva in April and October, 2025, respectively.

3. India has also played host to some of IPU’s significant deliberations. We
hosted the 57" and 89" IPU Assemblies in 1969 and 1993, respectively, besides
specialised conferences, including the Conference on the theme “Towards
Partnership between Men and Women in Politics” in 1997 and the 7" Meeting of
Women Speakers on “Gender-sensitive Parliaments” in 2012.

4, Besides, the Secretaries-General of both Houses of Indian Parliament have
also been actively engaged with the activities of this forum i.e. the Association of
Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) - the consultative body of the IPU that
provides a forum for Secretaries-General and senior parliamentary officials to
exchange their experience and expertise on parliamentary practice and procedure
as well as parliamentary administration.

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA)
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5. India’s parliamentary diplomacy is equally anchored in its longstanding
engagement with the Commonwealth parliamentary community. Parliamentary
Delegations from India participate regularly in the annual CPA Conferences. Our
Parliament maintains close and meaningful engagement with the Commonwealth
Parliaments through the Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the
Commonwealth (CSPOC), the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians network
and the CPA India Region.

6. The Indian Parliament has also had the distinction of hosting the 5%, 21%,
37" and 53¢ Commonwealth Parliamentary Conferences in 1957, 1975, 1991 and
2007, respectively. Likewise it has also hosted the Conference of Speakers and
Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth in 1971, 1986, 2010 and the latest being
the 28" CSPOC in January 2026.

Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG)

7. The Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG), established in 1949 has served as an
institutional link between the Parliament of India and Parliaments across the world.
Through parliamentary delegations, goodwill missions, seminars, lectures and
exchanges, it facilitates interaction among parliamentarians on matters of mutual
interest, and also functions as India’s National Group of the IPU and CPA.
Recently, the Hon’ble Speaker of the Lok Sabha (Lower House of Indian
Parliament), as ex-officio President of the IPG, has constituted Parliamentary
Friendship Groups with Parliaments of over 60 countries of the world in order to
further strengthen the parliamentary diplomacy. These Friendship Groups comprise
of Members of both Houses of Indian Parliament.

Indian Parliament and the United Nations

8. Indian Parliament’s engagement with the United Nations includes visits of
non-official, multi-party delegations of Members of Parliament to the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA). In recent years, Indian Parliamentary
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Delegations have participated in the 79" and 80th Sessions of the UNGA in New
York in 2024 and 2025, respectively. These delegations presented India’s views on
various issues and interacted with Permanent Missions of various countries to the
UN as well as with the representatives of various UN bodies. These engagements
inter alia provide a direct parliamentary interface with the UN and complement
India’s diplomatic outreach.

G20 Parliamentary Speakers’ Summit (P20)

0. India’s parliamentary engagement has also expanded into newer multilateral
platforms. The G20 Parliamentary Speakers’ Summit (P20) brings together
Speakers and Presiding Officers of G20 Parliaments to strengthen inter-
parliamentary cooperation and advance the G20 agenda and the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

10. India’s participation in P20 has also been sustained over the years. India
hosted the 9" P20 Summit in New Delhi in October 2023, bringing together
parliamentarians from the G20 countries. The deliberations focused on digital
public infrastructure, women-led development, the SDGs and sustainable energy
transition culminating in the adoption of a Joint Declaration and reaffirming the
shared vision of “One Earth, One Family, One Future.” It was the largest gathering
in P20 history featuring 436 delegates and marking the first participation of the
Pan-African Parliament.

BRICS Parliamentary Forum (BPF)

11.  Another important dimension of Indian Parliament’s active role and
engagement in parliamentary cooperation among emerging economies is through
the BRICS framework. During its 2016 BRICS Chairship, India hosted the Second
BRICS Parliamentary Forum and the First BRICS Women Parliamentarians Forum
in Jaipur, which adopted the Jaipur Declaration. India also hosted its Seventh
Forum in 2021. After successfully hosting the 18" BRICS Summit in New Delhi
last month, India will also be hosting the 12" BRICS Parliamentary Forum on 26-
27 October 2026.

Page 4 of 7



Engagement with Regional and Thematic Parliamentary Forums

12.  Beyond these major multilateral platforms, Indian Parliament participates
regularly and actively in a wider range of regional and thematic parliamentary
forums, reflecting the diverse geographical and substantive dimensions of its
parliamentary diplomacy. India contributes to parliamentary dialogue on issues of
common concern and the principles of the Non-Aligned Movement through the
Parliamentary Network of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM-PN). India has
participated in the Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership Meeting (ASEP)
since 2007 promoting parliamentary contacts and exchange between Asia and
Europe. As a full member of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) since
2009, India participates in its various committees and deliberations on regional
cooperation, sustainable development, climate change, energy security, health and
cultural heritage. India’s engagement with the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) as an Observer further contributes to the strengthening of
parliamentary dialogue and regional cooperation.

Goodwill Parliamentary Delegations

13.  Goodwill visits and exchanges between Members of Parliament are more
direct forms of parliamentary diplomacy and as such complement the multilateral
parliamentary engagements. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs of Government
of India sponsors Goodwill Delegations of Members of Parliament to other
countries and receives similar Government sponsored delegations of
parliamentarians under the exchange programme from other countries. These
Goodwill Delegations help strengthen bilateral relations, project India’s
perspectives, exchange parliamentary experiences and build greater understanding
with other countries.

Bilateral Parliamentary Exchanges

14.  While goodwill delegations provide an important avenue for parliamentary
outreach, sustained bilateral engagement is also pursued through structured
exchanges between the Parliaments of India and other countries. Bilateral
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Parliamentary Exchanges are an important instrument of India’s parliamentary
diplomacy. India strengthens its bilateral relations, promotes mutual understanding,
shares parliamentary experiences and discusses issues of common interest through
reciprocal visits, delegations and interactions between parliamentarians. These
exchanges complement government-to-government relations and contribute to
greater goodwill and cooperation between countries.

Courtesy Meetings/Protocol Events

15. Parliamentary diplomacy is further strengthened through regular institutional
interactions with foreign parliamentarians and dignitaries. Courtesy call on to the
Hon’ble Chairman of Rajya Sabha and Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha by the
foreign High Commissioners, Ambassadors and other dignitaries provide
additional opportunities to strengthen parliamentary diplomacy. While visiting
foreign countries, the Presiding Officers of both Houses of Indian Parliament also
interact with a host of government functionaries apart from engaging with their
counterparts in those countries.

Address by the Heads of States/Governments/Organisations to the Members
of Parliament

16. From time to time, the Indian Parliament has also been addressed by the
visiting Heads of States/Governments. Since December 1952, 41 such foreign
dignitaries have addressed the Indian Parliament. Their addresses have covered
shared concerns ranging from climate change and terrorism to defence, security,
trade and economic cooperation. These Addresses to both Houses of Parliament
assembled together have helped in strengthening India’s bilateral relationships with
their respective countries.

Conclusion

17.  As the interdependence of the world deepens, parliamentary diplomacy will
have an increasingly important role in supplementing and complementing the
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diplomatic outreach and efforts of the Executive. Conscious of this ground reality
of global politics, the diplomatic outreach of Indian Parliament continues to grow
from strength to strength.
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